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HTAi Information Retrieval Group (IRG) Virtual Business Meeting 

2 pm UTC, June 28th , 2021 (GoToMeeting/HTAi platform) 

 

Attendees: Ingrid Harboe (IH), Siw Waffenschmidt (SW), David Kaunelis (DK), Jaana Isojärvi (JI), Lisa 

Tjosvold (LT), Patrice Chalon (PC), Pooyeh Graili (PG), Tara Schuller (TS), Sydney Ruller (SR), Bryce 

Doherty (BD), Tom Macmillan (TM), Julie Glanville (JG) 

 

1) Welcome, approval of minutes from Cologne 2019 

IH proposed to approve the minutes and there were no disagreements. 

 

2) Apologies 

Carol Lefebvre 

 

3) Activities HTAi 2020/2021 

a) The pre-conference workshop was held on Saturday 19th of June, which was attended by 45-

50 people. SW described it as a fantastic workshop, with a lively discussion, and thanked LT 

and DK as well as the NICE team. LT described it as an excellent workshop. DK attended other 

workshops and found the IRG’s to be the best attended. 

b) SW: IJTAHC’s information retrieval special issue has now been published. The process began 

in 2019 after the Cologne annual meeting, following a previous special issue in 2016. There 

are 8 publications, including the editorial, incorporating a range of topics. Currently, the most 

read article is by Ayiku et al. on health app filters. SW thanked all information specialists who 

contributed peer review for these publications. DK noted that the health app filters study 

was nominated/won best oral presentation award at this year’s annual meeting. 

c) LT: A membership survey was conducted during Autumn 2020 to canvas views on SuRe Info 

and the listserv, following concerns that these resources might become available to paying 

HTAi members only. There were 46 responses to the survey, of whom 68% were not HTAi 

members and 49% were SuRe authors, with a significant proportion reporting that they 

either did not want to or were not able to become HTAi members, due to cost or other 

reasons. Respondents were from multiple countries around the world. The overall theme of 

responses indicates overwhelmingly that SuRe Info must remain open-access and that the 

listserv also remains in front of any paywall. 

d) IH: in 2019, the IRG received funding for a face-to-face SuRe Info meeting to be held in 2020. 

However, this had to be postponed due to the pandemic. 

e) DK: the IRG newsletter will be ready to send soon 

 

4) SuRe Info update  

JG: Although the face-to-face meeting has been postponed, a virtual meeting of the SuRe Info co-

authors was held in February 2021. Attendees discussed plans to migrate the current website to 

HTAi site, as well as resource planning for the future. At present, the HTAi site is not complete – 

some elements are still in the process of being migrated. SuRe Info chapters need to be updated 

every 6 months and it is now made more explicit that topics have been reviewed even if no new 

evidence has been identified. Social media marketing will begin following the completed 

migration of the website. 

 

5) HTAi Vortal update 

PC: The Vortal was originally a section of HTAi website (2005), with a new site created in 2011, 

which incorporated original material sections and new material. As of 2015, the technical 
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platform become obsolete and attempts in 2016-17 to upgrade were unsuccessful. HTAi 

secretariat took over administration of the Vortal in 2018-19 and now a new platform is being 

created in 2021. As of 2021, content will not migrate to the new platform (with the exception of 

SuRe Info), the project Vortal will be ended after the migration of SuRe Info and the legacy 

platform will be shut down. 

 

6) Cochrane updates  

JG: In recent developments, a fully revised chapter of Cochrane handbook was published in 2019 

(authored by several members of the IRG); there were minor revisions in January 2021 with a 

further update planned for August 2021. There is now a technical supplement, which includes 

some material that used to be in the chapter. The Cochrane information retrieval methods group 

(IRMG) held a webinar in October 2020, comprising a number of presentations, discussions and 

Q&As; a video recording of the whole day is available online. Additionally, IRMG hosted joint 

webinar with Cochrane learning, which is also available online, which focused on the new 

PRISMA-S guidance. 

 

7) EUnetHTA updates  

SW: New tender for subgroup of EUnetHTA members, though decision has yet to be made on 

funding. There is an information specialists' network, which supports EUnetHTA members who 

did not have information specialists (there is also statistician support). The situation of European 

HTA is currently unclear. 

 

8) HTA database 

TS: The HTA database was formerly hosted by the CRD and they approached INAHTA in 2017 to 

continue the production of the database when they could not continue with this. Therefore, the 

HTA database was rebuilt from scratch on a new platform, hosted by INAHTA. The database 

currently hosts completed and ongoing HTAs. This redesign is more contributor/publisher 

focused.  The database can be found here: https://database.inahta.org/.  

 

9) Objectives for the upcoming term / Upcoming IRG elections  

The following positions will become vacant soon: 

a) Chair and Chair-Elect for 2021-2023. The Chair and Chair-Elect must be HTAi members. 

b) IRG steering committee for 2021-2023 - two members 

c) Technical officer for 2022 onwards – one member 

Amanda Hodgson from CADTH has shown interest in joining the steering committee, though 

there is limited interest from elsewhere. DK: a further, more urgent request for volunteers on the 

listserv is needed. JG suggested putting the request for positions to other lists such as Cochrane 

IRMG, EAHIL and SuRe Info co-authors. JI: people may be put off by the requirement to be an 

HTAi member and the expectation it will be a lot of work. PC: the obligation to attend HTAi 

annual meeting for 4 years may be off-putting. SW: we could contact NICE and SBU, which have 

teams that may provide volunteers. DK: HTAi could pay chairs to attend meetings, as an 

incentive; IH noted these challenges may apply to other interest groups. PC noted that since the 

pandemic started, there are many more virtual meetings, which may be a more appealing 

alternative than face-to-face meetings. 

 

10) Any other business and Questions / Closing of the meeting  

IH thanked all for attending and DK and LT for their work on the steering committee over recent 

years. IH also wants to thank SW who has done an impressive job as Chair and Chair-Elect. The 

https://database.inahta.org/
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existing steering committee will continue the work until a new committee is established later this 

summer/fall. TM continues his important contribution as technical officer until December 2021.  

 


