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HTAi Information Retrieval Group (IRG) Business Meeting (hybrid) 
Tuesday June 28th, 2022 

Attendees: Ingrid Harboe (IH), Amanda Hodgson (AH), Siw Waffenschmidt (SW), David Kaunelis 

(DK), Diane Lorenzetti (DL), Lisa Tjosvold (LT), Patrice Chalon (PC), Julie Glanville (JG), Carol 

Lefebvre (CL), Naomi Suwinski (NS), Rob Abbott (RA), Tarquin Mittermayr (TM), Kathleen Boles (KB) 

Gabriela Vilela de Brito (GV) 

 

 
1) Welcome, approval of minutes from IRG Virtual Business Meeting 2021 and apologies 

IH and AH introduced themselves and explained that Catherine Voutier (Steering Committee 
Member) had sent her apologies. 

IH excused the delay of the minutes from the 2021 virtual business meeting. The 2021-minutes was 
sent immediately after the 2022 business meeting and the IRG Steering committee has not 
received any disagreements.  

 
2) IRG Activities - HTAi 2021/2022 

a) IRG Webinar February 23rd, 2022: “Evidence based searching for HTA – Keeping up to date 
with SuRe Info” 

A webinar about Sure Info was arranged on February 23rd, 2022. It was successful and very well 
attended, 165 participants at most. It was suggested to arrange more webinars in the future.  

b) Pre-Conference Workshop 2022 
The Pre-Conference Workshop 2022 – “Addressing Life Cycles of the Literature in HTA”. It was held 
on Saturday June 25th, attended by 9 participants. This year, the workshop participants had to be 
present, but the presenters could present virtually. It was said that there were many interesting 
presentations and group discussions. It was described as a fantastic workshop, with lively 
discussions. The evaluation form was sent the participants afterwards. 

c) eNewsletter update  
DK talked about the eNewsletter related to IR for HTA, which was send out to the members of 

the listserv in May 2022. The eNewsletter contains an overview of recent publications in the field 

of Information Retrieval, information about web pages of interest and an informal interview with 

a member of the IR group. New eNewsletters will be produced by the Committee and shared on 

the listserv as well as on the IRG web page. DK thanked all information specialists who 

contributed to these publications and said that if anyone else were interested in participating, 

they could contact him.  

 
3) Other activities 

a)  SuRe Info update 

JG presented the SuRe Info (Summarized Research in Information Retrieval for HTA) resource and 

said that last year SuRe Info was moved to a new web page. For more information, please visit 

the SuRe Info web page. There are chapters that need additional authors, mainly for the Safety 

and the Search Filters chapters, which can be worked on by interested colleagues who have some 

experience in information retrival and other skills. This was pointed out because somebody in the 

audience asked if they need to be an information specialist to work on the safety chapter.  Also, 

help is welcome for the marketing for SuRe Info.  

JG mentioned that the well-attended webinar on Sure Info, available at YouTube, has had many 

https://htai.org/interest-groups/information-retrieval/newsletters/
https://sites.google.com/york.ac.uk/sureinfo/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2sQt16xLwk
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views.  

b) Cochrane updates  

CL mentioned JG’s contribution since its inception in 2004 and thanked her for those dedicated 
educational services all these years. Regarding meetings, they are holding an online meeting in 
October 2022 and inviting overview Information Retrieval methods group to jointly hold a panel 
session.  

CL also mentioned that the Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions was fully 
revised and released in February 2022.  

The diagnostic test accuracy - DTA Cochrane document, to which JG contributed and peer 
reviewed, was published on 13th May 2022. The Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of 
Diagnostic Test Accuracy differs from the others because it will not be given total free access 
unless you are logged into your Cochrane account.  

The Cochrane learning modules have been updated. Cochrane has been undergoing a large 
reorganization “partly prompted by the move towards open access by 2025”, when all its reviews 
will be available online to public access at the point of publication. 

4) EUnetHTA and HTA Database updates  
a)  EUnetHTA  - SW gave  an update on EUnetHTA 2021 activities until 2024-2025. The main point 
was related to information specialist’ and statisticians’ contexts. The EUnetHTA guideline on 
information retrieval established that in each European HTA unit assessment there should be, as a 
minimum criterion, an information specialist with experience in developing search strategies. They 
have working groups for decisions and EUnetHTA would like to implement two, one for 
information retrieval and another for statisticians. that will give advice to the assessment team if 
needed as well as support the coordination group. , if they have any questions. Also, they will be 
responsible for the exchange between the different HTA agencies, the structure needed for the 
task, updating guidelines, templates and others; because of that, they need specific expertise.  

b)   HTA database - SW said the HTA database will be updated with new features like different 

project status, as “under considerations, inactive, or confidential”. Another update is the 

definition of what kind of reports they include in the database.  

 

5) Objectives for the upcoming term 

a) Invitation to collaborate with the Interest Group for Patient and Citizen Involvement (PCIG) 

AH said the IRG was approached by the Chair of PCIG to promote a collaboration in both groups. It 
was suggested that IRG could prepare or work up a small resource tool or directory to help patient 
groups who want to prepare patient input submissions for the drug reimbursement agencies.  

RA said that PCIG is one of the most active and the highest profile interest groups that HTAi have. 
He applauds the potential collaboration that has been identified. 
b) Collaboration with the Disinvestment and Early Awareness Interest Group (DEA IG) 
IH mentioned that IRG have collaborated with DEA IG previously and, as a result, pilot alerts on 
disinvestment and horizon scanning was produced and published in an article in the International 
Journal for Technology Assessment for HealthCare.  
c)   Webinar this autumn 
The HTAi secretariat is encouraging the interest groups to arrange webinars. The IRG will invite the 
presenters for this year workshop in case some of them are interested in doing a webinar together 
in the autumn. It is a good opportunity to reach out to colleagues and non-members of HTAi.  

 

6) Any other business and Questions 

a) IRG on social media 

RA affirmed that Naomi (NS) will support the IRG to create contact on social media and said that 
for the last several months HTAi have been building a communication plan within the secretariat. 
They support connecting with the communications team to amplify the work being done at IRG. 

IH commented about the delayed updates on the IRG Webpage. RA reinforce the importance of 

https://training.cochrane.org/handbook/current
https://training.cochrane.org/handbook-diagnostic-test-accuracy
https://training.cochrane.org/handbook-diagnostic-test-accuracy
https://www.eunethta.eu/eunethta-releases-the-second-version-of-its-methodological-guideline-process-of-information-retrieval-for-systematic-reviews-and-health-technology-assessments-on-clinical-effectiveness/
https://www.eunethta.eu/eunethta-releases-the-second-version-of-its-methodological-guideline-process-of-information-retrieval-for-systematic-reviews-and-health-technology-assessments-on-clinical-effectiveness/
https://database.inahta.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-technology-assessment-in-health-care/article/abs/collaborative-pilot-on-current-awareness-alerts-for-disinvestment-and-horizon-scanning/84C0AF86847574C49C63D8CA2E0CA0BA
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communications on web updates and said that any web updates will be processed as quickly as 
possible. HTAi will update its new web site by the end of august 2022, including the most recent 
IRG information and publications.  

b) E-mentoring program 

DL suggested a funding opportunity regarding groups supporting e-mentoring, virtual mentoring, 
and trainer program for information specialists. This could perhaps be used to pursue some 
collaboration with the Early Career Network. SW said this could be a good opportunity to support 
especially middle- and low-income countries, as well as for an information specialist that works 
alone or that needs support in forming a team.  

RA said that each year HTAi make provision in their budget for at least $50.000  (in total) of funding 
to be made available to the interest groups to propose calls, but that funding is chronically under 
subscribed. They will change their own messaging to give people a longer lead time in terms of 
awareness of funding calls. He supports the idea of e-mentoring which It is aligning of the society 
objectives around capacity building.  

c) Other business 

The criteria that was established this year to attend the workshop (just in person attendees) was 
discussed. It was reported that there were 9 attendees in the pre-conference workshop and the 
speakers spent much time to prepare to this event.  

RA said the staff of this Annual Meeting has learned that limiting the workshop to in-person 
attendees dramatically reduced the potential audience. They understand that people put a lot of 
effort into its preparations. On the other hand, it’s an opportunity to leverage the presentations 
into a webinar. He said the point will be taken to the team.  
 

 

7) Any other business and Questions / Closing of the meeting 

Amanda and Ingrid thanked all attending the meeting closed the meeting. 

 

 

Amanda Hodgson (Co-Chair) and Ingrid Harboe (Chair), Gabriela Vilela de Brito (GV, minutes-taker) 

 

 


